Harris County

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program
American recovery and reinvestment act of 2009

Public Notice
May 13, 2009

On May 5, 2009, the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) released a notice of program requirements for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program funds authorized under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009. As an entitlement community, Harris County will be a recipient of some of the $1 billion in additional CDBG Recovery (CDBG-R) funds. As a requirement to receive funding, Harris County must submit a substantial amendment (Amendment) 2008 Annual Action Plan.

Funding under ARRA is meant to stimulate the economy through measures that modernize the Nation’s infrastructure, improve energy efficiency, and expand educational opportunities and access to health care.  Even though the CDBG-R funds may be used for the full range of CDBG eligible activities the ARRA has specifically stated that funds should be targeted towards shovel ready projects.  Harris County is currently developing the Amendment describing the proposed shovel ready projects for the CDBG-R funds. 
In hopes to address the timeliness of this program and to ensure that funding is available as quickly as possible, HUD has shortened the public review period from 30 to 7 days. A copy of the Amendment is available for public review at the Harris County Community Services Department (HCCSD) located at 8410 Lantern Point Drive, or on our website at http://www.csd.hctx.net. 
Comments may be submitted prior to May 19, 2009 at the HCCSD office (8410 Lantern Point Drive, Houston, Texas, 77054), or by calling (713) 578-2000. Comments may also be submitted via email to rfp@csd.hctx.net or at the Public Hearing scheduled for:

10:00 a.m. on Friday, May 15, 2009, 

Harris County Community Services Department

8410 Lantern Point Drive, Auditorium

Houston, Texas 77054

For more information or special needs requests for viewing the Amendment to the Action Plan or attending the public hearing, contact the HCCSD Development staff at (713) 578-2000.
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