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Harris County Community Profile & 

 Housing Market Analysis 

 
 

Introduction  
 

Harris County is the third largest county in the United States by population and is home to the 

fourth largest city in the nation, Houston. Harris County is situated in the Gulf Coast region of 

the state of Texas and is part of the Houston Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) along with the 

counties of Waller, Montgomery, Liberty, Fort Bend, Brazoria, Galveston, Austin, San Jacinto, 

and Chambers. (Map 3.1) While classified as an urban county due to the size of its 

unincorporated population, many parts of the county maintain a rural atmosphere. 

Approximately 25 percent of Harris County lies within the 100-year flood plain. In recent years, 

many people have relocated to the Harris County/Houston MSA. The growth in population is 

primarily due to the movement of immigrants to the area.  

 

Map 3.1 Harris County, Texas Including Houston MSA 
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HARRIS COUNTY AT A GLANCE  

2006 Population 3,886,207 

Age  

 % Under 18 Years  28.95% 

 % Over 65 Years 7.65% 

Ethnicity   

 % White  36.7 

 % Black 18.4 

 % Hispanic 38.2 

 % Asian 5.4 

Households, 1,325,019 

 % Family  68.6 

 % Non-family 31.4 

Education  

 % High School Graduate 25.1% 

 % College Degree 32.0% 

% With Disability  12.1 

Income & Poverty  

 Median Household Income $53,779 

 % Families Below Poverty 13.0 

Housing Units 1,495,024 

 % Owners 58.3 

 % Renters 41.7 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey  

            2006 Demographicsnow.com, 09/18/07 

Community Profile 

According to Dr. Steve Murdock, Texas State Demographer, there are four key demographic 

elements impacting the Nation, the state of Texas, as well as Harris County and will affect nearly 

all persons in coming years. These four factors include the rate of 1) population growth, 2) the 

aging of the population, 3) the growth in 

racial/ethnic minority populations, and 4) 

and the change in household composition.  

 

According to Dr. Murdock, Texas had 

almost 23 million residents in 2005. 

California is the only state with a larger 

population. By 2040, the state will have 

somewhere between 35 and 50 million 

residents. Growth is moving to urban areas 

while many rural areas are losing 

population. 

 

Rapid growth and diversity were trends 

common to the demography of Harris 

County throughout the 1990s. These trends 

are expected to continue throughout the 

twenty-first century. Harris County has 

experienced substantial population growth 

with an estimated population of 3,886,207 

in 2006. Most of that growth is due to 

immigrants from other states, and 

immigrants from other nations along with 

their descendants. The minority population 

is expected to continue to grow, increasing 

to represent more than half of the total 

population. The increase in the non-Anglo 

population is what is impacting Harris 

County and Texas so significantly. By 

2004, Anglos were less than half of the 

population for the first time. Growth of the Hispanic population is a national phenomenon 

according to Dr. Murdock. 

 

This diverse population will also be an aging population. As baby boomers reach retirement age, 

median age will increase reflecting an overall older population. Baby boomers make up about 25 

percent of the Texas populations. A young minority population in Harris County will temper the 

boomers increased age. According to Dr. Murdock, in the next three decades, the aging of the 

baby boomers will create the largest number and percent of elderly people we have ever had. In 

addition, household composition will continue to change as more single persons, single parents, 

married couples without children and other non-traditional family types characterize the 

population. 
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These projected demographic changes would be meaningless if it were not for their far-reaching 

implications. If the projected demographic changes take place, and relationships between such 

factors as minority status and income do not change, Harris County will be poorer and less 

competitive in the future. 

 

General Population 

A communityôs population size and location is dependent upon a number of factors. These 

include, but are not limited to a communityôs ability to provide quality infrastructure and 

satisfactory levels of basic public services and facilities, such as, police, fire, emergency medical 

services, streets, schools, and utilities at an acceptable cost to taxpayers; the impact of growth 

and development on the natural environment and quality of life. Harris County is fortunate with 

the surplus of available land to absorb an expanding population. This trend, however, is changing 

as an ever increasing immigrant and natural population are pushing growth to the out laying 

regions of the county. 

 

The Bureau of the Census estimates Harris Countyôs 2006 population at 3,886,207. At this 

population, Harris County continues to be the third-largest county in the United States. Between 

2000 and 2006, Harris Countyôs population grew by almost 14.28 percent which is the second 

fastest growth rate among the ten largest counties in the U.S. (Table 3.1).  

 

Table 3.1 Population Growth Among the Ten Largest U.S. Counties, 1990-2000, 2006 
(Estimated) 
 
U.S. 

County 

 
1990 

Population 

 
2000 

Population 

 

2006 

Population 

Change, 

1990-2000 

Change,  

2000-2006 

Los Angeles, CA 8,863,164 9,519,338 9,948,081 7.4% 4.50% 

Cook, IL 5,105,067 5,376,741 5,288,655 5.3% 1.64% 

Harris, TX  2,818,199 3,400,578 3,886,207 20.66% 14.28% 

Maricopa, AZ 2,122,101 3,072,149 3,768,123 44.76% 22.65% 

Orange, CA 2,410,556 2,846,289 3,002,048 18.07% 5.47% 

San Diego, CA 2,498,016 2,813,833 2,941,454 12.64% 4.54% 

Kings, NY 2,300,664 2,465,326 2,508,820 7.15% 1.76% 

Miami-Dade, FL 1,937,094 2,253,362 2,402,208 16.32% 6.61% 

Queens, NY 1,951,598 2,229,379 2,225,175 14.23% 0.19% 

Dallas, TX 1,852,691 2,218,899 2,345,815 19.77% 5.72% 

Source: TX Real Estate Center, Texas A&M University 

 

Harris County continues to be one of the top growing areas among the ten largest counties in the 

U.S. At a regional level, Harris County accounted for 58.9 percent of the growth (regions 

increased by 824,542 persons) in the region between 2000 & 2006 (Figure 3.1 & Table 3.2).  

 

 



 

 2008-2012 Consolidated Plan-Community Profile and Housing Market Analysis 3-4  

 

Table 3.2 Population Growth, Houston Metropolitan Statistical Area, 2000-2006 

County 2000 2006 Percent Change,  

2000-2006 

Number Change,  

2000-2006 

Brazoria 241,767 287,898 19.08% 46,131 

Chambers 26,031 28,779 10.56% 2,748 

Fort Bend  354,452 493,187 39.14% 138,735 

Galveston  250,158 283,551 13.35% 33,393 

Harris 3,400,578 3,886,207 14.28% 485,629 

Liberty  70,154 75,685 7.88% 5,531 

Montgomery  293,768 398,290 35.58% 104,522 

Waller 32,663 35,185 7.72% 2,522 

San Jacinto  22,246 24,760 11.30% 2,514 

Austin  23,590 26,407 11.94% 2,817 

Source: TX Real Estate Center, Texas A&M University 

 

Figure 3.1 Population Growth, 2000-2006 

Surrounding 

Counties, 

41.10%

Harris, 58.90%

 
Source: TX Real Estate Center, Texas A&M University 

Between 1990 and 2000 the incorporated areas experienced a much higher growth rate than the 

unincorporated area. The incorporated area accounted for about 62 percent of the growth in 

Harris County, when the population of the unincorporated area grew from 832,095 to 1,053,101, 

a 26.56 percent increase. At the same time, the population of the incorporated area grew from 

1,986,104 to 2,347,477, an 18.19 percent increase. 

 

Table 3.3 Growth in Harris County Compared, 1990-2000 

 

 

1990 Population 2000 Population Change, 1990-2000 

Harris County 2,818,199 3,400,578 20.66% 

Incorporated Area 1,986,104 2,347,477 18.19% 

Unincorporated Area 832,095 1,053,101 26.56% 

CSD Service Area 1,002,969 1,237,055 23.33% 

Source: 2000 Census of Population and Housing, Bureau of the Census, Population Estimates for States, Counties, 

Places, and Minor Civil Division 
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The population in incorporated areas continues to comprise the majority of the Harris County 

population. As shown in Map 3.2 Population Density, 2000, the population is centrally 

concentrated primarily within the boundaries of Beltway 8 and the City of Houston. About 69 

percent of Harris County residents reside in one of the 34 incorporated areas of Harris County. 

Of the 2,347,477 persons, 1,954,848 live within Houston-the fourth-largest city in the U.S. 

Another 208,675 live in Baytown or Pasadena, both of which have populations greater than 

50,000. 
 

Tables 3.4 and 3.5, illustrate each precinctôs population for 2000 and 2006. In 2000, Precinct 

Three is the most populous precinct in Harris County, followed by Precinct Two, Precinct Four, 

and Precinct One. In 2006, Precinct Three remained the most populous precinct in Harris 

County, followed by Precinct Four, Precinct Two, and Precinct One. 
 

Table 3.4 Population by Precinct, 2000 

  Pct. 1 Pct. 2 Pct. 3 Pct. 4 

Population 839,095 860,832 934,717 855,945 

Unincorporated 156,545 149,524 280,995 571,542 

Incorporated 682,550 711,308 653,722 284,403 

      

Unincorporated % 19% 17% 30% 67% 

Incorporated % 81% 83% 70% 33% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census 

 

Table 3.5 Population by Precinct, 2006 

  Pct. 1 Pct. 2 Pct. 3 Pct. 4 

Population 952,214 959,985 1,010,827 963,179 

Unincorporated 185,587 171,837 312,851 654,900 

Incorporated 766,627 788,148 697,976 308,279 

      

Unincorporated % 16% 17% 29% 58% 

Incorporated % 84% 83% 71% 42% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey  
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Map 3.2 Population Density, 2000 

 

 

 

Table 3.6 illustrates each precinctôs population by geographic location. Precinct Three is the 

most populous precinct in Harris County, followed by Precinct Four, Precinct Two, and Precinct 

One. 
  
Table 3.6 Population by Geographic Classification and Precinct, 2000 

 Precinct 1 Precinct 2 Precinct 3 Precinct 4 Harris County  

Urban 763,757 894,316 894,657 873,672 3,426,402 

Rural 6,253 8,010 17,804 30,491 62,558 

Total 770,010 902,326 912,461 904,163 3,488,960 
Source: 2000 U.S. Census 
 

Table 3.7 shows the population projections for Harris County, the city of Houston, and 

unincorporated Harris County. The projections indicate a 28.6 percent increase in the Harris 

County population from 2005 to 2025 and an 18.2 percent increase in the city of Houston 

population. Most notable is the 41.7 percent increase in the unincorporated Harris County 

population, increasing to 2,267,949 persons in 2025. 

 

Source: 2000 US Bureau of Census 
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Table 3.7 County Trends and Projections for Houston CMSA, 2010-2025 

Year Harris County  City of Houston Unincorporated 

Harris County  

2010 3,908,477 2,114,726 1,793,751 

2015 4,208,528 2,225,492 1,983,037 

2020 4,445,069 2,306,141 2,138,929 

2025 4,632,123 2,364,174 2,267,949 
Source: University of Houston Center for Public Policy Institute for Regional Forecasting, DATABook  

Houston, April 2005 

 

A striking characteristic of Harris County and its precincts are the population densities. There are 

770,010 people inhabiting Precinct 1, an area just over 300 square miles, thus, creating a 

population density of approximately 2,486 people per square mile. In 2000, Precinct 2 was home 

to 902,326 people. Yet, these residents are confined to an area of 416.2 square miles. The 

population density was 2,168 people per square mile. The population density for Harris County 

is 1,960 residents per square mile (Refer to Table 3.8). Both Precincts Three and Four have 

population densities smaller than Harris Countyôs density. Precincts One and Two had the 

highest population densities. 

 

Table 3.8 Population Density 

 Precinct 1 Precinct 2 Precinct 3 Precinct 4 

Harris 

County 

Area (square miles) 309.7 416.2 466.8 587.1 1779.8 

Total Population 770,010 902,326 912,461 904,163 3,488,960 

Density (people/square 

miles) 2,486 2,168 1,955 1,540 1,960 
Source: 2000 US Census 
 

In 2000, an estimated 1,237,055 persons reside in CSD service area. The population of the CSD 

service area grew by more than 23 percent between 1990 and 2000 when the service area 

population added an estimated 234,086 persons (refer to table 3.3). 

 

Movement Within Harris County 

Geographic mobility is an indicator of population change through movement both within and 

from outside of the county. According to the 2000 Census, 47.78 percent of people living in 

Harris County were living in the same house as five years earlier. Among those who moved, 66 

percent had moved during the past five years from another house in the same county, 11.0 

percent from elsewhere in Texas, 11 percent from another state, and 10.9 percent from abroad. 

Most significant of the 2000 Census figures is the indication of more persons moving to Harris 

County from another county. According to the 2006 estimates from the Census, 80 percent of 

people living in Harris County were living in the same house as five years earlier. Among those 

who moved, 14 percent had moved during the past five years from another house in the same 

county, 2 percent from elsewhere in Texas, 3 percent from another state, and 1 percent from 

abroad. Figures 3.2 and 3.3 illustrate the change in the proportion of persons moving within 

Harris County.  
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Figure 3.3 2006 Movement Within Harris 

County, Residence 5 Years Ago 

Figure 3.2 2000 Movement Within 

Harris County, Residence 5 Years Ago 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Source: American Community Survey, 2006 

 

According to Steve Murdock, Texas Demographer, states that an influx of people entering Texas 

in the wake of Hurricane Katrina made Texas the fastest-growing state in the nation from 2000 to 

2006. From April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2006, Texasô population grew from 20.9 million to 23.5 

million, an increase of 12.7 percent. Although it is impossible to determine exactly how many 

people migrated to Texas from Louisiana as a result of Hurricane Katrina, Texasô average annual 

population increase of approximately 400,000 per year from 2000 to 2005 increased to 579,000 

from 2005 to 2006. The number of domestic migrants (people coming to Texas from other states) 

grew from roughly 60,000 from 2004 to 2005 to nearly 218,000 from 2005 to 2006. 

 

Households and Families 

In 2006, the Bureau of Census estimated 1,331,175 households in Harris County. According to 

this number, households in Harris County increased by 2.55 percent between 2000 and 2006, a 

much lower rate of growth than the 21 percent increase in population, indicating that the number 

of persons per household has increased. In 2006, approximately 2.9 persons lived in the average 

Harris County household, a slightly larger size than the 2.81 persons in 2000.  

 

Map 3.3, Persons Per Household in 2000, shows concentrations of larger households located 

throughout Harris County. Exceptions include the pockets of areas showing concentrations of 

smaller households denoted by the light blue and dark blue shading. These areas are located in 

west, northwest, east, southeast and mid-north central portions of the county. These 

concentrations of smaller households correspond to areas characterized by rapid population 

growth. 

 

 

Same House

80%

Another Country

1%Same County

14%

Same State

2%

Different State

3%
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Map 3.3 Persons Per Household in 2000 According to Block Group 

 
Source: 2000 U.S. Census  

 

According to 2006 estimates from the Census numbers, married couple families represent just 

over half of all household types. Generally speaking, the presence of married couple 

households, especially those with children, is an indicator of community and household 

stability. In 2006, this category of households made up 47 percent of all households in Harris 

County which demonstrate a decrease from 2000.   

 

Consistent with the projections of Dr. Steve Murdock, Texas State Demographer, is the increase 

in the number and proportion of non-family households. Non-family households are a household 

comprised of a group of unrelated people or of one person living alone.  Families are classified 

by type as either a married-couple family or other family Married-couple family households are a 

family in which the householder and his or her spouse are listed as members of the same 

household. Other family households are a family with a male or female householder and no 

spouse of householder present. According to Table 3.9, other family households increased in the 

number of male and female family householders. These households grew by 20.34 percent and 

21.34 percent respectively between 2000 and 2006, accounting for 224,844 (in 2000) and 

272,231 (in 2006) households in Harris County. Non-family households ðsingle persons living 

aloneðnot only grew at a faster rate than total household growth but also at a faster than total 

family households, increasing by 12.17 percent between 2000 and 2006. According to table 3.10, 

in 2000, precinct 3 (62,858) had the majority of the female householders followed by precinct 1 

(46,409). 
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Table 3.9 Household Growth According to Family Type, 2000-2006 

Household Type 2000 2006 

Percent 

Change, 

2000-2006 

Number 

Change, 

2000-2006 

Married Couple Families 609,446 636,368 4.42% 26,922 

Other Family, Male Householder 59,347 71,417 20.34% 12,070 

Other Family, Female Householder 165,497 200,814 21.34% 35,317 

Non-Family 371,226 416,420 12.17% 45,194 

Total Family Households 834,290 908,599 8.91% 74,309 

Total Households 1,205,516 1,325,019 9.91% 119,503 
Source: DemographicsNow  

 

Table 3.10 Household Type by Relationship, 2000 

Source: 2000 U.S. Census  

 

Age/Gender 

In recent decades, the United Statesô population has been marked with changes in the age 

structure/median age. This trend can be attributed to the baby boomer populationôs steady 

growth and maturation, life expectancy increases, and the continuous influx of immigrants who 

are typically younger and have larger families. Although this trend is more evident in the 

southern and western United States, Harris Countyôs population is relatively young. While 14.1 

percent of the U.S. population is 65 years of age or older, Harris County persons 65 years and 

over comprise only 7.36 percent of the population in 2006. Similarly, 25.9 percent of the U.S. 

population is below 18 years, compared to 28.9 percent in Harris County. In fact, Harris 

Household Type by 

Relationship 

Precinct 

1 
Percent 

Precinct 

2 
Percent 

Precinct 

3 
Percent 

Precinct 

4 
Percent 

In households 752,364 97.71% 884,702 98.05% 907,324 99.44% 897,082 99.22% 

In family households 640,104 83.13% 789,817 87.53% 756,371 82.89% 794,310 87.85% 

     Householder 179,737 28.08% 215,636 27.30% 229,351 30.32% 234,691 29.55% 

     Spouse 115,515 18.05% 161,005 20.39% 178,994 23.66% 185,541 23.36% 

     Child 245,527 38.36% 313,019 39.63% 278,088 36.77% 300,418 37.82% 

     Grandchild 34,571 5.40% 26,220 3.32% 9,640 1.27% 13,646 1.72% 

     Brother or sister 14,821 2.32% 14,866 1.88% 14,857 1.96% 11,805 1.49% 

     Parent 7,790 1.22% 8,860 1.12% 9,052 1.20% 7,771 0.98% 

     Other relatives 24,983 3.90% 29,634 3.75% 19,242 2.54% 21,634 2.72% 

     Nonrelatives 17,160 2.68% 20,577 2.61% 17,147 2.27% 18,804 2.37% 

In nonfamily households 112,260 14.58% 94,885 10.52% 150,953 16.54% 102,772 11.37% 

    Male householder 46,494 41.42% 40,872 43.08% 62,063 41.11% 41,932 40.80% 

    Female householder 46,409 41.34% 35,528 37.44% 62,858 41.64% 40,959 39.85% 

    Nonrelatives 19,357 17.24% 18,485 19.48% 26,032 17.25% 19,881 19.34% 

In group quarters 17,646 2.29% 17,624 1.95% 5,137 0.56% 7,081 0.78% 

Total 770,010 100% 902,326 100% 912,461 100% 904,163 100% 
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Countyôs population could be described as the youngest of the 10 largest counties in the 

country, with the highest percentage of persons below 18 years and the lowest percentage of 

persons 65 years or older (refer to table 3.12). 

 

Table 3.11 Age Among the Ten Largest U.S. Counties, 2000 

U.S. Counties 0-4 5-17 % Under 

18 

18-24 25-44 45-64 65+ % 65+ 

Los Angeles 

Co 

728,242 1,931,560 27.94% 976,588 3,125,890 1,830,088 926,970 9.74% 

Cook Co 382,431 1,007,343 25.90% 529,229 1,717,336 1,106,950 630,452 11.73% 

Harris Co 278,579 703,561 28.88% 351,039 1,145,868 671,115 250,416 7.36% 

San Diego Co 196,115 524,636 25.61% 319,755 907,811 551,814 313,702 11.15% 

Orange Co 213,881 553,248 26.95% 265,704 950,519 584,132 278,805 9.80% 

Maricopa Co 239,455 585,856 26.86% 311,881 971,068 605,055 358,834 11.68% 

Kings Co 180,103 478,560 26.72% 253,793 761,301 508,287 283,282 11.49% 

Wayne Co 151,911 425,121 28.00% 178,842 626,258 429,149 249,881 12.12% 

Dade Co 144,850 412,572 24.74% 204,151 703,922 487,550 300,317 13.33% 

Queens Co 140,509 366916 22.76% 212,452 741,807 484,871 282,824 12.69% 

Source: 2000 U.S. Census 

 

While Harris County may be described as relatively young in comparison to other counties, the 

population is aging. The baby boom generation, those born between 1946 and 1964, made up 27 

percent of the Harris County population in 1990. According to 2000 figures this group now 

comprises more than 29 percent of the total population. This group is also responsible for the 

increase in median age over the last ten years. Currently median age for Harris County was 30.5 

in 2000. The population will continue to steadily age as baby boomers near 65 years of age; by 

2030 one out of six persons (16.8 percent) will be over 65 compared to the 7.7 percent in 1998. 

Map 3.4, Age, Percentage 65 Years & Older in 1990, shows that the vast majority of elderly 

concentrations occur within Beltway 8, the central west side and, the incorporated areas. 
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Map 3.4 Age, Percentage 65 Years & Older in 2000, According to Census Tract 

 
Source: 2000 U.S. Census 

 

 

Figure 3.6 Population According to Age, 2000-2006 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: 2000 US Census, American Community Survey, 2006 

 

 

In 2006, the 5 to 14 years age group at 15.59 percent (605,984 persons) had the highest 

population in Harris County as indicated by fig. 3.6. The 25 to 34 years of age group at 15.37 

percent (597,261 persons) had the second highest population, and the 35 to 44 years of age group 

at 15.34 percent (596,289 persons) had the third highest population. The senior citizen 

population consists of 7.65 percent (297,327 persons) of the countyôs population. When looking 
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at the population by age group, ages 35-44 in precinct 3 had the highest population followed by 

precinct 4 (refer to table 3.12). 

 

Table 3.12 Population by Age, 2000 
Age 

Group Precinct 1 Percent Precinct 2 Percent Precinct 3 Percent Precinct 4 Percent 
Harris 

County 

0-4  

Years 
61,299 7.96% 78,883 8.74% 72,345 7.93% 73,083 8.08% 285,610 

5-9 

Years 
64,247 8.34% 78,576 8.71% 71,611 7.85% 74,164 8.20% 288,598 

10-14 

Years 
58,986 7.66% 74,985 8.31% 66,341 7.27% 75,035 8.30% 275,347 

15-24 

Years 
116,953 15.19% 148,726 16.48% 122,657 13.44% 129,487 14.32% 517,823 

25-34 

Years 
127,708 16.59% 144,231 15.98% 167,593 18.37% 144,296 15.96% 583,828 

35-44 

Years 
120,784 15.69% 145,375 16.11% 164,509 18.03% 163,033 18.03% 593,701 

45-54 

Years 
93,169 12.10% 105,474 11.69% 121,292 13.29% 125,941 13.93% 445,876 

55-64 

Years 
57,570 7.48% 58,439 6.48% 61,549 6.75% 63,232 6.99% 240,790 

65-74 

Years 
40,376 5.24% 39,833 4.41% 35,987 3.94% 32,813 3.63% 149,009 

75 years 

and 

older 

28,918 3.76% 27,804 3.08% 28,577 3.13% 23,079 2.55% 108,378 

Total 770,010 100% 902,326 100% 912,461 100% 904,163 100% 3,488,960 

Source: 2000 U.S. Census 

 

According to Table 3.12 and Figure 3.7, the age groups 25-34 and 35-44 make up the majority 

of the population in Harris County. The age group 75 years and older makes up the lowest 

population in Harris County.  

 

Figure 3.7 Population by Age by Precinct 

Source: 2000 U.S. Census 
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The 2006 American Community Survey affirms the female population accounts for 

approximately 50 percent of the total American population. Females 65 years of age or older 

comprise 4 percent at 171,214 of the total county population. Yet, a further look at the age 

distribution of males and females reveals several interesting points. While the proportion of men 

to women ages 44 and younger in Harris County is relatively equal, there are more males in 

Harris County ages 44 and younger. This progression ends in the 45-54 years of age cohort as 

women begin to outnumber men (refer to table 3.13). This is not uncommon as males are 

generally the majority sex from birth to early/middle adulthood. 

 

Table 3.13 Population by Gender, 2006  

Age Group Male Female 

0-4  Years 174,404 167,516 

5-9 Years 168,744 145,204 

10-14 Years 141,236 150,800 

15-24 Years 283,118 263,765 

25-34 Years 306,740 290,521 

35-44 Years 301,772 294,517 

45-54 Years 271,506 274,298 

55-64 Years 172,262 182,477 

65-74 Years 77,929 91,059 

75 years and older 48,184 80,155 

Total 1,945,895 1,940,312 
Source: American Community Survey, 2006  

 

Race/Ethnicity 

The Texas State Data Center (TSDC) projects that the population of the state of Texas will 

become increasingly ethnically diverse in coming years. According to TSDC demographers, 

ñBy 2008, Texas will be less than half White and by 2030. The center projects the state of Texas 

to be about 37 percent White, 9 percent Black, 46 percent Hispanic and about 8 percent of the 

population being from other racial/ethnic groups, primarily Asian.ò For Harris County, 

population growth, particularly minority population growth, is expected to mirror the state. The 

Asian and Hispanic populations are projected to continue to experience rapid growth while 

other racial groupsðparticularly Whitesðwill show little growth. 

 

According to table 3.14, the Hispanic and Asian communities experienced explosive growth 

during the 2000-2006. According to 2000 numbers, these racial groups are continuing to grow at 

a rapid rate. Between 2000 and 2006, the Hispanic community experienced a 32.6 percent 

change, increasing to 1,484,311 persons, representing 38.2 percent a total of the total county 

population. Likewise, the Asian population experienced a 20.4 percent change, increasing to 

280,395 persons, representing 5.4 percent of the total county population. 

 

The White population also decreased from 1,432,264 to 1,427,587. The Black communities 

grew at a modest pace, experiencing a 15.5 percent change, increasing from 619,694 to 715,627, 

and representing 18.4 percent a total of the total county population.  

 




