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 Dear Resident, 

 

  Harris County Precinct Two is providing this 

emergency preparedness guide to assist you in making 

preparations for the many events that can affect our area.  

This guide will give you the basics to prepare for a 

hurricane, tropical storm or chemical emergency.    

 

 The year 2008 reminded us that although there are 

some years that we do not have a tropical storm event we are 

not immune. Hurricane Ike caused $8.5 billion of damage to 

homes in Harris County, most of them in Precinct 2. 

 

  Every year, it is important we take steps to make sure 

our families are ready to weather a storm.  

 

 Residents should follow these three steps to 

prepare for any type of disaster:  

¶ Make A Plan 

¶ Build A Kit  

¶ Stay Informed 

More details on these steps can be found at www.ready.gov 

or www.listo.gov. 

  

 If you will need help the next time an evacuation is 

ordered call 2-1-1 to register so emergency professionals 

will be prepared. 

 

 Our community center staff will also be happy to help 

you register. Immediately after the storm our Road & Bridge 

crews will be hard at work clearing roads and picking up 

debris.   
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Disasters can strike at anytime. Create a basic 

plan that you can follow in most disasters and 

discuss this plan with your family. Hurricane 

Season begins June 1st and lasts until 

November 30th. It is important you have a 

plan in place before the situation arises. The 

following steps will help you make your 

personal plan. 
 

¶ Determine if you would stay or where you 

would go if an evacuation is ordered. 

¶ Figure out how you would get there, 

remember roads may be blocked. 

¶ Review your insurance policies and 

coverage. 

¶ Take photos of your property and valuables, 

store this information in a safe place (ex. 

Safety deposit box). 

 

Make a Plan 
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¶ Make any necessary repairs to your home. 

¶ Purchase plywood and cut it for your win-

dows.  

¶ Make a list of important phone numbers, 

and establish an out of town contact with 

whom your family can check in. 

¶ Keep your vehicle fueled. 

¶ Make sure all family members are aware of 

the plan.  

¶ Prepare an emergency supply kit. 

¶ Make copies of important documents.  
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You will need two separate supply kits ð one for 

when you evacuate and another for when you 

return or while you are at home during the 

disaster.  

At-Home Kit 

 

¶ Two flashlights, extra batteries and bulbs. 

¶ A battery operated radio. 

¶ Extra batteries for everything battery operated 

in your kit. 

¶ Ice to keep food cold (freezing  plastic bottles 

of water works well). 

¶ A manual can opener. 

¶ Matches and a lighter, beware of broken gas 

lines after the storm. 

¶ A camping stove or grill and charcoal. 

¶ A fire extinguisher and a box of baking soda 

in case of a grease fire. 

¶ Two week supply of prescription and over-the-

counter medicine. 

¶ If there is a baby in the house have a two week 

supply of diapers, formula, etc. 

Build a Kit 



7 

 

At - Home Kit (continued) 

¶ A first aid kit. 

¶ Non-perishable food items for a two week 

supply. 

¶ Tarps. 

¶ Towels - at least three per person. 

¶ Camera and film. 

¶ Kitchen utensils. 

¶ A whistle. 

¶ Cell phone. 

¶ Bottled water - at least one gallon per person 

per day for two weeks. 

¶ Plastic storage bags. 

¶ Trash bags. 

Evacuation Kit 

¶ A map and compass. 

¶ A can of tire sealer. 

¶ Sleeping bags. 

¶ Air mattress. 

¶ Identification. 

¶ Important documents. 

¶ Extra clothes, shoes, etc. 

¶ Books and games. 

¶ Hygiene items  - Soap, shampoo, toothbrush, 

toothpaste, etc. 

¶ Cash. 
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What is a Hurricane? 
   

A hurricane is one of natureôs deadliest storms. It 

is a tropical cyclone with wind speeds above 74 

mph. Hurricanes develop over warm ocean 

waters. First it gathers heat and energy and then 

it adds evaporated moisture from the sea 

followed a by formation of a circular wind 

pattern. The center of the hurricane is called the 

eye. In general the eye is calm, however the eye 

wall is the most violent area of the storm. 

Hurricanes produce high winds, storm surge, 

flooding and tornadoes. 
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Hurricane Classification 

¶ Tropical Disturbanceï a rotary system of 

clouds and thunderstorms in the upper 

atmosphere that has no effect on the surface. 

 

¶ Tropical Depressionï a low pressure area that  

produces rotary action on the ocean surface 

and has winds less than 39 mph. 

 

¶ Tropical Stormï a low pressure area with a 

distinct rotation and winds between 40 and 73 

mph. 

 

¶ Hurricaneï An intense tropical weather 

system with a well defined circulation and 

sustained winds of 74 mph or more. 
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Watches and Warnings 

 

¶ Tropical Storm 

Watchï Wind Speeds of 

39-73 mph are expected 

within 48  hours 

¶ Tropical Storm 

Warning ï Wind 

Speeds of 39-73 mph 

are expected within 36 

hours 

¶ Hurricane Watchï 

Wind Speeds of 74 mph or greater are 

expected within 48 hours 

¶ Hurricane Warningï Wind Speed of 74 

mph or greater are expected within 36 

hours. 

Understand Advisories 


