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„Paw and Order '  Program Debu ts  a t   

The Chi ldren‟s  Assessment  Center  

 

A pr i l  20 ,  2010 -  The  Chi ldr en ‟ s  As se s s m en t  Ce n t er ‟ s  For en s i c  Ser v i c es  D iv i s ion  

in  co l l ab or a t ion  w i t h  T he  H ar r i s  Cou n t y  D i s t r i c t  A t t o rney ‟ s  Of f i c e  i s  p l e as e d  t o  

anno unc e  t he  i ncorpor a t ion  o f  t he  “P aw  a nd  Or der  –  S pec i a l  Dog  Un i t ”  

prog r am a t  Th e  CAC.   Th i s  t w i c e  mo nt h l y  p i lo t  p rog ra m i s  de s i g ne d  t o  comfor t  

ch i ld r en  w ho  a r e  v i c t im s  o f  s exu a l  a s s a u l t  an d  o f f e r s  ch i l d r en  t h e  op p or t un i t y  

t o  in t e r ac t  w i t h  an im a l s  in  a  po s i t i v e ,  n ur t ur in g  env i r on me nt  pr io r  t o  g i v in g  

s t a t em en t s  an d  pr ov i d in g  in fo r mat io n  d ur in g  an  inve s t i g a t ion  o f  ch i ld  a b use .    

 

Paw  a nd  Ord er  d ogs  w i l l  b e  wear ing  d i s t i nc t i ve  b and an as  t h a t  id en t i f y  t he m a s  

se r v i c e  a n i ma l s  a nd  w i l l  b e  v i s i t i n g  Th e  CAC on  t h e  f i r s t  an d  t h i r d  T u es day s  o f  

t he  mo nt h .   T h i s  pro g ra m i s  f u l l y - f un d ed  b y  do na t ion s  an d  vo lu n t e er s ,  so  t her e  

w i l l  b e  no  cos t  t o  H ar r i s  Coun t y  o r  Th e  CAC Foun da t io n .    

 

The  CAC For ens i c  Ser v i c es  D i v i s ion  i s  t h r i l l ed  t o  o f f e r  t h i s  i nno va t i ve  progra m 

t o  ch i ld re n  a nd  f a mi l i e s  whos e  l i ve s  h av e  b ee n  t o rn  ap ar t  b y  sexu a l  ab us e .   

Many  s t ud i e s  a ddr es s  t h e  b en e f i c i a l  a sp ec t s  o f  t he  hu m an/ an im a l  b on d  an d  

show  “ t h a t  in t e r ac t ion  w i t h  an im a l s  c an  r e d uce  s t r e s s ,  l o wer  b loo d  pr e s s ure  an d  

en ha nce  s e l f - e s t e em,”  n o t  t o  men t io n  w arm,  f r i en d l y  an im a l s  j u s t  m ak e  you  f e e l  

good .   Our  ho pe  i s  t ha t  young  s ex ua l  a s sa u l t  v i c t ims  w i l l  exp er i ence  T he  CAC 

as  a  s a fe  ha ve n  t ha t  t h e  r ed uc t ion  in  s t r e s s  w i l l  l ea d  t o  b e t t e r  w i t ne s s  s t a t em en t s  

an d  t ha t  f ami l i e s  f i nd  h ope  an d  h ea l ing  w h en  t hey  w a lk  t h rou gh  o ur  d oor s .  
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