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National Recovery Month:

STAR Clients Join the Voices for Recovery
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NADCP Conferenc® Anaheim

Several of the STAR team members and judges attended the National
Association of Drug Court Professionals in Anaheim in June. We learn
lots of innovative ideas idea for drug courts from experts around the
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Mission StatementT o bui |l d t he communityods confidence
effective judicial and public intervention based on changed perceptions of addiction. The drug court
will seek to more efficiently utilize all available resources to save money and to save lives.

Recovery Month Astiros 6 TBRCHEonference

Several of the STAR team members and judges
will attend the Texas Association of Drug Court

O | Ryadesswnals i Luhboak kater $his pronth tdb e r
learn new methods in treatment recovery.

For the past three years, STAR Drug Court has
celebrated National Addiction Recovery Month &
the Astrosé6é ballpark.
2009 for a night game to support the recovery ef-

forts of drug court clients and their families.
1g court ¢t ! . In addition to STAR staff, STAR graduate Ale

P. will be speaking about his experience in re-

covery graduate panel. STAR thanks Alex for

offering to represent drug court and fearlessl
sharing his story.

Tickets can be purchased for $1!
If you are interested in attending, please email

Laura McCarty at
Laura McCarty@justex.net
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STAR Alumni Take CA Convention by Storm

This year the STAR Alumni voted to attend the Co- STAR Graduate LaKeisha B. ev
caine Anonymous Convention. The Marriot WestchaseShow. Nearly all the STAR alumni attended as well as
hosted the event during the July 2lgust 2, 2009 week- several current STAR clients who were granted scholar-
end. During that time hundreds of Houstmea recover- Ships by STAR to cover registration costs. _
ing addicts and families came to share their supportin ~ Sydrena said she enjoyed the whole convention, but
powerful recovery stories. particularly benefited from the fellowship

The STAR Alumni chose to host gf thoge in r¢copery. §h said the event

hospitality room stocked with food, Ngva T@ a spiritual exper
coffee, and friends over the three d Twelve Step home groups from all over
convention. STAR Graduate Sydrena Houston came out make the most of & fun

R. was in charge of shopping for the event, setting up tHtacked weekend to share the joy of new life in recovery.

room, and monitoring other clients, family, and friends. STAR believes that staying connected to special events

She worked to ensure that all participants had a fun andike this help clients and family have lofasting sobriety

safe time while attendi ng@ndhgalihy lfestyas.eThank yaunpTexanfdeq pervigesr k

shops, testimonials, meetings, and parties. and all the STAR Alumni who made this opportunity pos-
The CA Convention also offered several fun events Sible. We hope that this event becomes a tradition for

including a banquet, a dance, a comedy show, and a pl&FAR clients and graduates.
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Judge Burke Joins STAR Drug Court

Judge Caprice Cosper. Houstonrarea recovery programs, in-

Judge Burke, who presided over cluding the Star of Hope where he do-
several drug court dockets over the nates his time as a volunteer. The
years, feels he WIARIDrugGourtisexcied o hager h a n
experience i n r edulgedurke ad hisyqigue pesspes-,
fiBeing in recovery myself, | know  tive contributing to our program and
that one of the best principles to sus-the lives of our clients.
tain recovery is to try to help othersas J udge Bur ke says, T
| was helped. o my power to support their recovery,
Judge also understands that assufHt the hard work of sustained recov-
ing this bench has its own set of chafry must be done by each participant
l enges. H ebe &ving up ,0N s oynjwithghe supgort of a re-
to the high standard set by Judge Cocovery group.l am very excited about
sper and the other former and preserthis new job and I can hardly wait to
judges who have preceded me on thavatch our clients start changing their
drug court benchdd vesputi gthie bred wdred &
o _ will be well worth is, as he will watch  Judge Cosper now has an exciting
Al_JoveSt_ate District Judge Bill Burke clients fAget a | inewaosiien @kthe PibeﬁtOF gf the a |
will preside over the STAR 3 docket on the first time) and gain setespect Office of Criminal Justice Coordina-
State District Judge Burkeisex- about how t hey a rtien. Whilgsheisgongena SEARb r i et
ited to become a member of the STAR  Judge Burke has been on the Civifourt judge, she is certainly serving
Drug Court team. He will be presid- bench of the 189th District Court ~ Our community with her neveending
ing over the Wednesday STAR 3 since 2003. He is active in the recovenergy and determination. We wish
docket, a spot previously held by ery community, and supports many her much success in this new venture!
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