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     õTwas the season to be 

thankful. 

     Exactly a week before 

Thanksgiving, those who at-

tended the Precinct One 19th 

Annual Seniors Holiday Cele-

bration had many reasons to 

be thankful: family, friends, 

God and this country, among 

other things. Oh, and donõt 

forget good food, which by the 

way was free and plentiful at 

the Nov. 17 celebration that 

also included dancing and 

fellowship.  

     òIõm thankful for our 

health, friends and blessings 

of God,ó said Johnnie B. 

Mayes, who was sitting with 

his wife, Sylvia, and other sen-

iors from the El Franco Lee 

Community Center. òIõm 

thankful for the EFL Commu-

nity Center. The exercise 

equipment helps keep seniors 

in shape.ó 

     In addition to being thank-

ful, the Mayes couple and 

others were also mindful of 

people who have little to eat 

year-round. Many of the about 

3,500 senior citizens who 

attended the event donated 

nonperishable food as they 

entered Reliant Center. 

     òThis holiday season is 

particularly hard,ó Commis-

sioner El Franco Lee told the 

crowd. òé Not only will you 

have fun today, but from 

what you did when you do-

nated food as you came into 

this arena, you will help 

someone else have a better 

holiday.ó 

     The food later was given 

to The Beacon, a nonprofit 

organization that feeds 

homeless and less fortunate 

men, women and children. 

     This year was the largest 

attendance ever for the Sen-

iors Holiday Celebration, 

which started in 1992 with 

about 200 seniors at Tom 

Bass Community Center.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Seniors help feed less fortunate with donations at Celebration 

Ernestina Cantu, right, gives a canned good to Precinct One workers Joel Johnson, center, and Calvin 

Williams at the Seniors Holiday Celebration. The food was donated to The Beacon, a nonprofit group.  

The Beacon volunteer Don Kizzee observes donated food that was 

delivered to the nonprofit organizationõs downtown facility that feeds 

homeless and less fortunate men, women and children.  
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òHappy New Yearó 
     The Precinct One staff and I wish you a prosperous new year. This year, we will continue to provide excellent services that 

youõve come to expect from Precinct One. We have ongoing projects as well as those on the drawing board to improve mobility, 

enhance our parks and decrease flooding. Also, we will continue to provide services to our seniors through our six senior centers 

and to our youth through our nonprofit Harris County Street Olympics programs as well as various after-school and summer ser-

vices. Please allow me to update you on some of the projects that were either completed or started last year: 

 

Harris County Toll Road Authority Projects 
¶   The Harris County Toll Road Authority opened the 13-mile portion of the Sam Houston Tollway northeast section that includes 

three lanes in each direction between U.S. 59 (Eastex Freeway) and U.S. 90. That project was the final section that marked the 

completion of the 88-mile Sam Houston Tollway/Beltway 8.  

¶   Work should begin soon to widen an 11-mile stretch of the Sam Houston Tollway between U.S. 59 (Southwest Freeway) and 

Texas 288. The project calls for increasing the lanes from two to four in each direction.  

¶   Also, the 4-mile Hardy Toll Road Downtown Connector project is in the design phase. It involves extending the Hardy Toll Road 

from its southern terminus at Loop 610 to downtown Houston.  

 

Harris County Flood Control District Projects 
¶   Brays Bayou channel modification from Ardmore to Holcombe is scheduled for completion in March. The work includes excavat-

ing more than 357,000 cubic yards of material for channel widening, constructing 76,000 square feet of retaining walls, maintain-

ing access ramps and trails, and replacing storm sewer systems, sanitary sewer and water systemsõ components.  

¶   Work on Sims Bayou continues to improve 19 miles of channel modifications and replace 20 roadway bridges from the mouth of 

the Houston Ship Channel to the Harris-Fort Bend county line just east of Hillcroft. Channel work is complete from the Ship Channel 

to White Heather. The 16th roadway bridge over Heatherbrook was completed in January.  

¶   The Flood Control District has completed right-of-way acquisition on 84 of 86 residential tracts needed for future Hunting Bayou 

channel modifications from U.S. 59 (Eastex Freeway) to Dabney.  

  

    Among those who attend-

ed this year was Huong Ngo, 

who immigrated to the Unit-

ed States from Vietnam 

about 30 years ago.  

     òThis is my present coun-

try and I thank this country 

for letting me come in as a 

refugee,ó said Ngo, who has 

family in other parts of the 

country who she enjoys see-

ing during holidays. 

     Horst Britsche said he 

enjoys being with friends 

and family. Then he added 

with a smile: òAnd good 

food, too.ó  

     Bettye Sims said she is 

thankful that she can help 

others with little or no food. 

She said she feeds the 

homeless on weekends 

throughout the year as part 

of a volunteer group that 

reaches out to people in the 

downtown and the Eastex 

Freeway corridor. 

     òWhen the holidays 

come up,ó she said, òwe 

feed them the same thing 

that we eat in our homes. 

My sister does the cooking.ó  

     When asked what she is 

thankful for, Ernestina 

Cantu replied simply: òlife 

itself.ó 
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Celebration: 19-year-old  tradition 

attracts 3,500 thankful seniors 

HOLD THE LINE: Precinct One senior citizens enjoy line dancing 

at the Seniors Holiday Celebration on Nov. 17. The event attract-

ed about 3,500 seniors who enjoyed a free holiday meal, danc-

ing and socializing. Some also donated nonperishable food that 

later was given to The Beacon, a nonprofit organization. 


